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July 26, 1996

96-175
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU SELECTED AS MPI HEADQUARTERS

CHARLESTON-- Eastern Illinois University, whose journalism program is widely
recognized for its record of service to the journalism profession, is the new
headquarters for the Mid-America Press Institute (MPI), a non-profit association of
newspapers in 20 states.
Founded in 1968 to provide low-cost continuing education programs for midcareer journalists, MPI chose Eastern as its headquarters "because of the excellent
reputation of the Department of Journalism and Student Publications," said John
Foreman, MPI board chairman. "EIU journalism graduates are highly sought after,
demonstrating the quality and scope of their education and training . "
Eastern is one of only five accredited journalism programs in Illinois, and its
student newspaper, The Daily Eastern News, is one of only six college dailies in
Illinois.
MPI's association with Eastern will provide enhanced educational and
professional development opportunities for faculty, staff and students, according to
-more-
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Les Hyder, chair of Eastern's Department of Journalism.
"The association with MPI will give Eastern great visibility with major and midsize market newspapers and enhances our chances of obtaining internship and
graduate placement opportunities for our students," Hyder said.
"It also will enable us to identify professional journalists we can invite to
Eastern as guest speakers or visiting professors," he added.
"The opportunities for discussion and interaction between journalists, educators
and students are endless. The professional development workshops offered by MPI
will be a real draw for our students and faculty who will learn straight from the pros,"
Hyder noted.
John David Reed, EIU journalism professor and director of Student Publications,
is the executive secretary for MPI. He will coordinate institute workshops held
annually in St. Louis, in addition to managing membership, bookkeeping and fundraising activities and publishing an annual report.
He also will help MPI enhance its outreach activities to newspapers and press
associations in the Midwest.
John Ryan, associate professor of journalism and faculty advisor for The DailyEastern News, is serving as assistant executive secretary. Ryan held a variety of

reporting and editing roles before joining the faculty at Eastern . Ryan's primary duty
will be to oversee publication of the MPI newsletter.
"David Reed and John Ryan are dynamic, enthusiastic industry professionals
-more-

ADD 2/2/2/2

EASTERN SELECTED AS MPI HEADQUARTERS

who have played a significant role in Eastern's growing reputation as a training ground
for young journalists," Foreman said. "We expect them to bring the same enthusiasm
and vitality to MPI."
Foreman said Reed brings to MPI a long dedication to the journalism profession
and a record of affiliation with the Illinois Press Association, Illinois Press Foundation,
College Media Advisers, National Society for Collegiate Journalists, Illinois College
Press Association and other professional organizations.
"Having worked as a former reporter and editor for the Chicago Sun- Times
before entering higher education, Reed has a good handle on what MPI members are
looking for in the way of professional development activities and member-services,"
Foreman said .
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